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Calls for Recreation

The enigmatic cycle of our modern world has
everyone in its grip- people devoting increasingly
longer time and efforts in their work for higher
financial returns which will be utilized for
amassing more goods and services pushing up
demands and subsequently the prices thus forcing
people to work even harder to maintain their
lifestyles and standards of living. This endless
cycle of consumerism and capitalism needs to be
slowed down before the mentality of the working
public become so attuned to the singular
objective of earning more to spend more,
relegating all other social and personal activities
and responsibilities as secondary considerations.

Recreation- a word that conjures up images of
whiling away one’s time in seemingly mundane
matters and activities- is the remedy for all the
tensions and pressures the busy modern world is
imposing on the society. It may take any form
and is the surest way to recharge and refresh
the mind, body and soul to meet new challenges.
It releases the pent -up frustrations one
experienced in our daily grinds and struggles and
takes our minds away from everything that
confines and hinders our life. This becomes more
relevant in our society with the increasing
number of educated and knowledgeable young
energetic generation vying for the limited
opportunities this troubled state has to offer. The
increasing delays and indifferences, not to
mention the disorderliness and hindrances one
has to bear to get anything done leaves a negative
impact on our mindset which starts to manifest
in the general attitude of the public- the dour
expressions and wary exchanges tinged with
suspicion and distrust, and even the occasional
physical violence.

It will not be an exaggeration to point out that
our society- especially the youths are being
hemmed in from all sides thus making them feel
emotionally suffocated, deprived of their
liberties and their personal freedom infringed
upon. On the one hand- social vigilantism that
often borders on the fanatic and on the other
hand, the armed forces treating everybody in
the state with suspicion and distaste thereby
distancing themselves from the people with each
passing day, with the government not doing
visibly enough to make things better for the
common public.

It is high time to take recreation seriously- not
with a frown and gritted teeth, but with our
heart and soul leaving all the worries and
frustrations behind- to be able to live our
childhood again- even if for a very brief moment
and be truly free of all obligations and
responsibilities and pursue that one thing that
brings us real and undiluted happiness. It is only
when the mind, soul and the body are purified
that we can focus on building a better life and a
contented and happy society consequently.

WHENEVERYOU SEE CONSTRUCTION
AND MINING EQUIPMENTS, JUST THINK OF US
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Problem of 194@nnexation of Manipur

By: Prof. Naorem Sanajaoba

(Translated byAheibam Koieng Table No. 1Fansformation of Manipur Sate

SinghJirst Issue Period Satus of Sate Order
In between two world wars (Inter-| b 1947+ Int tional Protectorat 1
war period, 1919-1945), the political re nternational Frotectoral e. -
status of the states was very 26July 1947 Autonomous State(Constitution adopted) 2
dynamic and characterised by 11August 1947 Associate state(sovereign within Indian Constitution) 3
fluidity. Its stature qnd level 15August 1947 Sovereign state 4
changes and doesn’'t have a
definable static characteflo 18 October1948 Sovereign People’Republic (Assembly functions) 5
categorise the political status 15 October 1949 Annexed state (Continuous state with suspended soverelignty)s
would be next to impossible. Th 3 21 1972 Constituent state of India (S S iant 7
state system that existed before thb\anuary ! onstituent state of India (Susp. Sovereignty)

First World War does not match

with the presenttimes as the formeTheir status is same asMenon himself writes that theits independence. It has been very
was colonial times.A long international protectorate. I, myself,status of the Manipur state wasategorically mentioned in the
historical past of imperialism andhave earlier dwelt sufficiently outside the purview of British India. Clause 7 & 8 oAccessionreaty
colonialism has made the matteenough on the issues of ManipuAnd in August 1947 also, it was aClause 7 of the Instrument of
more complicated and obscured. during those days of paramountcypart of neither India nor Pakistan. Accession states:

British paramountcy is neitherwnhen the paramountcy came to adn 11 August, 1947, Manipur after “Nothing in this instrument shall
colony, it infringes upon the end, the state can exercise theigning the Standstill and be deemed to commit me (Manipur
independence of the states undejption of joining either of the two AccessionAct which accordingly King) in any way to acceptance of
monarchy terminology which is dominions or  remaining had agreed to hand over the threany future constitution of India or
not recognised by the internationalndependent under particularsubjects to the (soon to be realisedp fetter my discretion to enter into
law. Because of it, the unfeasibility political arrangement. Congressindian confederation remained asrrangements with government of
and impracticality of appropriately had persistently tried hard andAssociate &te. GranvilleAustin, India under any such future
categorising the states’ status ofnade all possible efforts towhile describing the status of theconstitution”.

sovereign and semi-sovereignsubstitute and replace the Britishstates writes, “Somewhat later (SicClause 8 states:

occurred during the time ofparamountcy but the British haveafter the Cabinet Mission) most of“Nothing in this instrument affects
paramountcy firmly taken the stance that it wasthem (states) become looselythe continuance of my sovereignty
Political status of states during thebeyond their jurisdiction. attached to the union governmenin and over this state, or save as
inter war period (1914-1945) andThe issue that needs to be clarifieén a relationship more closelyprovided by or under this
varied in the comity of nations.at the first instant is theresembling confederation thaninstrument, the exercise of any
Categories altered interpretation of the native state byfederalism- although severalpowers, authority and rights now
The political status of Manipur the British did not match and threatened to remain independent’enjoyed by me as ruler of this state”.
starting from pre-1947 to the yearsynchronise with interpretation ofIn the case of independence of th©n 15August 1947, the political
1972 has been give above in thene British. From the viewpoint of associate state, there has beestatus of was elevated with
form of a chart. Firstlythe political the Congress leadership, states afidespread agreement. Manipur becoming a sovereign
status of Manipur in the pre-1947Moghul, Maratha, and Sikh wereJames Crawford writes, “even ifstatus. Manipur in actualityecame
was not included in the purview ofvery often found to be mentionedforeign affairs, defence and other sovereign peoples’ replidovhen
colonialism. This has been treateds native states. Manipur wassubjects are handed over to anothéts assembly with its members
as true by various colonial sourcespever a part of it. Manipur in its state, associate state remaineelected through adult franchise had
Manipuri sources, and otherhistorical past and contemporaryindependent as it happened tits session on 18 October 1948.
independent sources. Philipsimes also was not mentioned in th&Vestern Samoa. He furtherWhen an independent Manipur
Ziegler in his workyMountbatten: “Blood relation” state of Sardar mentioned that associate state capecame a part of India, there was a
The Official Biography (1985)" Patel. It is viewed from the cease to be sbasing on the harsh change in the political status
writes, "As the boundaries ofperspective of the Congress’principle of self-determination of Manipur India annexed Manipur
British India has gradually extendednative state. Manipur belongs toexercised through the free andrhe said annexation had been
in the first half of the nineteenththe same category of separate statgenuine expression of the will of thedenounced and opposed altogether
century an increasing number oflike Burma, Ceylon (Sri Lanka). people. In the case of Manipurby the duly elected government of
princely states had entered intaCongresshas falsely deemed thebecoming a case of associate statéhat contemporary time, hills and
treaty arrangements with the newndian subcontinent as athe free and genuine expression ofalley brethren, different parties,
power under which they acceptedcontinuous state. the people were bypasséad also leftist movementToday it is being
the presence of a British resident$/anipur had its own political Manipur cannot ceased to becontinued by organisations
in their capitals and a degree otonstitution in the year 1947. Byassociate state, as no visiblepearheading the liberation
subordination to the Raj, but werevirtue of it, despite being underinitiative is forthcoming from the movement through resistance.
not absorbed into the colonial bloc”.international protectorate, Manipurmetropolitan state (India) which During that time, only a fragment of
James Crawford, while mentioningbecame an autonomous state. Sinegould pave way for solutions of Congressman pleaded for merger of
about the princely state stated thahe said constitution was givenissues as Metropolitan state is dajanipur

the native states in the Indiameither by the British nor by theby day becoming more and more (to be continued)
subcontinent are included in theCongress, the Manipur constitutionimperialist. (This article is being reproduced
purview of neither the protezrate stands unique and independen¢éeping this aside, even after again in the interest of our
state nor the colonial protectorateeutside their political authorityP  accession, the state doesn't lose readers who had missed it)
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Trump’s decision on Jerusalem could have deep repercussior

Courtesy : The Hindu internationally recognised. TheTrump's biggest supporters on thén the coming months. His son-in-
U.S. President Donalidtump's move international community global stage. law and close adviserJared

to recognise Jerusalem as Ismel'overwhelmingly says the final statusWhat effect will this have? Kushner is leading that éért and
capital onWednesday could haveof Jerusalem should be resolved®n the ground, very little will change.a close aide, Jason Greenblatt, has
deep repercussions across thtrough negotiations. Mr. Netanyahts ofice and oficial ~crisscrossed the region for talks
region. Why is Trump doing this? residence are in Jerusalem, as are théth Israelis, Palestinians and other
Any recognition of Isragd control - On the campaign trail, MFrump took ~ country’ parliament, Supreme CourtArab leaders.

over the city will be welcomed by a strong pro-Israel stance andnd Foreign MinistryVisitingworld The Palestinians have warned that
Israel, a closémerican allyand be promised to relocate the U.S. Embassygaders immediately travel tochanging the status of Jerusalem
popular with pro-Israel evangelicalfrom Tel Aviv, where most countries Jerusalem for meetings with Israelivould mean the end of those peace
Christian voters who make up a keyeep their embassies, to Jerusalemfficials. efforts. They also have warned of
part of Mt Trump’s base. Butit could Since taking office, he has learned thatluch of Jerusalem is an open citynass street protests — something
also trigger violence in the region,such a move is easier to talk about thanhere Jews and Palestinians catiat could easily erupt into full-
derail a developing U.S.4%8tAsia to carry out. move about freely though a scale violence.

peace plan before it even gets oftynder American law the President separation barrier built by Israel morénternational opposition to the
the ground and infuriate key allies inmust sign a waiver every six monthghan a decade ago slices througimove, including from kejmerican
theArab world and in th&Vest. that leaves the embassylelAviv. In  severalArab neighborhoods andallies, also has grown increasingly
Conflicting claims June, MrTrump renewed the waiver requires tens of thousands oftrident. In recent days, the
Israel claims all of Jerusalem as it@s a string of predecessors has donealestinians to pass through crowdeluropean Union, Germany and
capital, while the Palestinians claimThis week, another six-month deadlineheckpoints to reach the centre of thErance have all implored Mirump
the city’s eastern sectaraptured by passed without MiTrump renewing City. not to take action on Jerusalem.
Israel in the 1967 Mideast wass the it Interaction between the sides iThe 57-member Organization of
capital of a future independent statel.S. oficials say MrTrump willagain - minimal and there are large disparitietslamic Cooperation said changing
These rival claims lie at the heart okign the waiver but will also instructbetween  wealthier  JewishJerusalens status would amount
the decades-long Israel-Palestinéhe Sate Department owednesday neighbourhoods and impoverishedio “naked aggression” against the
conflict. to begin the multi-year process ofPalestinian ones. In addition, most cArab and Muslim world, and the
The conflict is focused largely on themoving the U.S. Embassy to the holhe city’s more than 300,000head of theArab League said it
Old City, home to Jerusalesimost  city. The oficials say the recognition Palestinians do not hold Israelwould be a “dangerous measure
important Jewish, Christian andof Jerusalem as Isragtapital willbe citizenship and instead arethat would have repercussions”
Muslim holy sites, and in particular an acknowledgement of “historical andresidents.’ acrossWestAsia.

on a hilltop compound revered bycurrent reality” rather than a political But a U.S. declaration carries deeperhaps most significanflsaudi
Jews and Muslims. The compoundstatement but that moving thesymbolic meaning by essentiallyArabia spoke out strongly against
known to Jews as tfiemple Mount, embassy will not happen immediatelyimposing a solution for one of the corghe possibleAmerican stepThe

is the spot where the biblical JewistThe officials spoke to reporters onissues in the conflict. Saudis are a kepmerican ally
Temples stood thousands of yearsondition of anonymity because theyHow does this help Trump? necessary for any attempt to forge
ago and is considered the holiest sitwere not authorised to publiclyBeyond electoral concerns, thera region-wide peace.

in JudaismToday it is home to the discuss MrTrump’s announcement seems to be little upside for Mrump ~ Will there really be violence?

Al Agsa Mosque, the third-holiestbeforehand. in making a change. Israeli sectity officials say they are
site in Islam, and the iconic gold-Recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’Mr. Trump likes to call an Israeli- monitoring the situation and prepared for
topped Dome of the Rock. capital could allow MrTrump to say Palestinian peace agreement “thall scenarios. Israel and the Palestinians
While Israel controls the city and itsthat he kept a campaign promise. It alsbltimate del,” and he has investedalso maintain discreet security ties in the
government is based there, itswill thrill Israel, whose Prime Minister significant effort in laying the West Bank that have helped prevent
annexation of east Jerusalem is n@enjamin Netanyahu, is one ofgroundwork for a peace initiativeviolence from escalating in recent years.

Edited by Rinku Kl Owned and Published by Iboyail

Khuman at Kei

Leikai, Imphal and Printed\is hinplaal Times Printers, Elangbarbeikai ImphalWest, Contact No2452159, Resident EditodeetAkoijam



